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Effects of kind and removal date of row-cover on precocity and yield of Strawberry
F. Karami ; Ahmadi, H. ; Zahedi, GH. and Rostami, A.

Abstract

In order to study the effects of kind and removal date of row-cover on precocity and yield of strawberry,
an experiment was conducted in Gerizeh research station, Sanandaj during 2003-2005 . Treatments
include two kinds of row-cover (C;= Poly Ethylen and Cy = Poly Ester), combined with three removal
dates of row-cover ( T| = removing the row-cover coincident with the bigining of growth, Ty =
removing the row-cover 2 weeks after the beginning of growth and Tz= removing the row-cover 4
weeks after the beginning of growth) were compared with control in RCBD design with 4 replications.
Results showed there was a significant difference between the control and row-cover treatments regard
to the dates of the first bloom and full bloom. In the poly ethylen row-cover treatments depending on
removal dates, the first fruit has ripen 7-19 days earlier than the control, while there were no difference
between poly ester row-cover treatments and the control in this respect. The time of harvest peak in C;T3
treatment occurred later than the control but there was no difference between other row-cover treatments
and the control in this respect. None of the row-cover treatments has higher yield than the control while
the berry weight in C»Ty treatment was higher than the control. Total soluble solids of fruits (TSS) in
CTj treatment was higher than the control but there was no difference between the control and other
treatments in this respect.

The kind of row-cover and also the removal dates of row-cover have significant effects on all evaluated
characteristics except TSS. Also reciprocal effects of row-cover kind X removal dates were significant

for the dates of first bloom , full bloom , the first fruit ripen , time of harvest peak and TSS.
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